herein the ExrE DIE Nc of erecting COUNTY COURT S, 


is pointed out 
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Certainty of relieving the Inferior Claſſes of the Community from te 
| farther Exadtion of that heavy Tax which is now levied upon them under 1 
the Denomination of COSTS or SUIT: | | | | ; 
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OPOSAL for raifing a very conſiderable Sum to Government annual . | | ! 
a Way the leaſt oppreſſive, perhaps, that can be at preſent adopted. 
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ROYAL HIGCHNESS 
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PRINCE or WALES. 


« E 


May it en your RoYAL HIGHNES8, . 


Concrovs: that no real Sen e can 
exiſt 1 in this Kingdom but muſt ſeriouſly engage 


your ROYAL HicnNness' 1 Attention, I have 


done myſelf the Honour to ſolicit your Patro- 
nage and Protection to the following Plan for 
the more ſpeedy Recovery of Small Debts;— 
a Plan which, dictated by the general Princi-- 
ples of Humanity, has for its immediate Object 


the Good of my Fellow-Subjects. 
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e Goodneſs of your leart, 


| nowledge of t 
e in a Variety of Inſtances, induces me 
thus to” intrude upon your Royal Highneſs 5 
Condeſcenſion; at the ſame time, I am aſſured 


your Royal Highneſs will glory in the Oppor- 


tunity of reſcuing from the Hand of Legal Op- | 


preſſion the Many Thouſands who groan under 
that worſt Species of Tyranny. 
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hat your Royal Highneſs way not only 
Ar- 


Tec FS but ſhine h icuous in ever 


14 


* 


Your Ro YAL HIiGHNEss's moſt devoted, 


No. 91, Wardour 


Street, Soho. 
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Tur following Wo was ſubmitted to a few diſtinguiſhed Charac- 


ters as far back as the Year 1779; ; and to this Step the only Motive 
was, that of rouling the national Humanity on Behalf of many Thou- 


ſands of uſeful Citizens, who are annually ruined from the enormous 
Expences attending the preſent Mode of recovering Small Debts. 


The Reception it met with was truly flattering ; ; it taught the Author 
to believe, that it would have been immediately adopted. Upwards 


of Ten Years, however, have ſince elapſed ; and yet has nothing been 


done in an Affair ſo momentous, except that the Committee of the 
Society for the Relief of Perſons impr ifoned for Small Debts publiſhed a 


Report in November, 1780, ſetting forth the Expediency of an Inſti- 
tution, imilar to that which the Author had, as above, recommended, 


- Thoſe who ſuggeſt Innovations, however ſalutary, in any Depart- 
ment of the State, ſhould not be wanting in either Patience or Perſe- 
verance, The Leaders of three different Adminiſtrations have pro- 
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i © ADVERTISEMENT. 
miſed their Support to the following Plan; and although the Author 


has long ceaſed to Trouble any of the People 1 in Power, he is never- 


theleſs determined to exert himſelf once more in attempting to bring 


it before Parliament. 


The Taſk I own is arduous ; but let me aſk any Man poſſeſſed 


of one Grain of Humanity, one Spark of genuine Patriotiſm, whe- 


ther, after peruſing the following Pages, he is not ſhocked at the 

— What !—ſhall it be in the Power of one Set of Men 
to devour Thouſands, who are labouring hard to gain an honeſt. 
Livelihood and ſupport their Families, and to doom their innocent 


Picture !- 


; Offspring to Ignorance and Wretchedneſs, and the Legiſlature 


look unconcerned at Goh a Scene of Deſolation !- 
Juſtice |—forbid ; it Humanity ! 


—F orbid it 


With "eſpea to the Plan ſelf as the Spirit of Juſtice firſt ſuggeſted 
it to be proper, ſo the DiRates of Common Senſe {till evince it to be 
abſolutely neceſſary. This Nation is over-run with petty Attornies, 


who muſt, and will live; and as there are viſible Imperfections in 


many of our Laws, it cannot appear aſtoniſhing, that the Neceſſities 
of that Tribe ſhould often induce them to avail themſelves of ſuch 


Imperſections, without being, over-ſcrupulous as to tha Conſe· 


quences *. 
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* Abe Author: hs now in his Polſon gl Bills of Coſts i in two Aciom, by which it appears, 
that one Defendant actually paid (not from a litigious Diſpoſition) the Sum of zol. in being ſued for 


JL. 58. and the other paid 28k, beſide — fa impriſoned, for a Debt of 10. And, owing to 


the 
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That Part of the Plan Which reſpects the Impriſonment of Debtors 


The Author is aware of this Objection in its full Force; and avers, 
from innumerable Inſtances of that Depravity and Want of Principle 
which prevail amongſt the lower Claſſes of Mankind, that Impriſon- 


It is widely different with thoſe who move in a higher Line of Liſe; 
the Surrender of Meir Effects ought, in Juſtice and in ſound Policy, to 


exempt their Perſons from Confinement. But this, as being rather 


of abler Judges oy 


the artful Perſuaſions of two rival Attornies, a Tradeſman was perſuaded, very lately, to ſue for a 
trifling Sum of 21. 78. cd. in the Court of King's Bench, where the Defendant's Set-off was 198. 6d. 
The Matter was in Litigation Sixteen Months; the Plaintiff was caſt, and paid about Jol. Coſts— 


while the Defendant's extra Coſts amounted to near 151. 


* The King's Bench Priſon conſtantly exhibits Scenes of Diſſipation and Wretchedreſs—Di/Fpatior, 


on the one Hand, uniformly prevails among thoſe Priſoners who have ald their Plau, as it is termed ;— 


honeſt, though unfortunate, Debtors who have, previous to their Conſinement, and from a View to 
prevent that Confinement, literally parted with their laſt Shilling.—Yet the Law makes no Diſtinc- 
tion between ſuch glaring Contraſts he very Exiſtence of the King's Bench and Fleet Priſons is a 
Mockery of every Species e of Polity . Upon minute Enquiry I find the following to be nearly the 


them opulent, as poor in the extreme; ; and about 165 Priſoners for Debts under 20l. 


1 


, x 


ADVERTISEMENT. vii 


for a limited Time, may poſſibly be reprobated by ſome as impolitic. 


ment—under Regulations, however, widely different from the preſent— 
is abſolutely neceſſary, Beſide, the Perſons that this Regulation is 
meant to affect, ſeldom have any Property; and when they have, 
they generally diſpoſe of it, in order to evade the Effects of the Law. 


unconnetted with the preſent Subject, I ſubmit to the Conſideration 


while; on the other Hand, nothing but Wretchedne/s in the Extreme is to be perceived amongſt te 


State of the King's Bench Priſon at preſent, Auguſt 1789 — there are about 300 Priſoners, many of ; 
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viii. ADVERTISEMENT. 


adctuated when he oppoſed the Goſpel, may, with HI, ſay, © Sirs, ye 
know that by this CRAFT we have our WEALTH,” Not that the 
Author would inſinuate, that the Plan itſelf is perfect; on the contrary, 
he only means, that it ſhould be conſidered as the Grand Outline of a 
Mighty Fabric which may, in future, ſhield the Poor of this Country 
from that Oppreſſion and Rapacity which, from the Misfortune of be- 


morial. 


3 
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No Oppolition to this Plan is expected but from thoſe petty Attor- 
nies who, actuated by the Motives through which Demetrius was 
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ing ſued | in the Superior Courts, they have. experienced Time imme- 19 


WE PLAN, &c./ 


? 4 N IP 1 Nn r adn | 
as * q — — wt IE rt ae 0 RY AY . 
- 5 88 os dls, * l e 8 4 


Pas. > 


8 
788 
'Y 


T7 8 JJ ũ h I  ITIS 
C ON Ee RT ———Z—.. nA 
67d LOI Fig nd tone es RE I CR EATEN 
+ JV BE I Ot nx £20 
ate 3 ; os 5 . * F K 


9 


ö { 
TAS 


COUNTY. COURT. 


. r a Cour ſhall be inſtituted in every County, called the 


COUNTY COURT; to be held once a Fortnight; ; which Court ſhall have 
Power to iſſue Proceſſes for and above the Sum of £5. and up to { 10. 


I ſpecify C10. as Copies of Proceſſes iſſuing out of the Superior Courts are 
ſeldom ſerved for Debts above that Sum; the Creditor having a Power to 


hold che Debtor to Bail for any Sum above £10. 


II. The Copy of the Proceſs to be left at the Debtors Houſe or t Lodging; . 
or, if poſſible, ſerved perſonally on Defendant by one of the Officers of the 
Court, at leaſt four Days before the Return thereof, if Defendant lives within 
ten Miles of the Court; eight Days, if above. If Defendant does not appear, 
the EY of the ene to be certified Dy the Oun of the Officer. 


III. When the Debtor appears, Hal the Claim of Plaintiff is aſcertained, 
the Security of two Houſekeepers, approved of by the Court, ſhall be given in 
by Defendant for the Payment of the Sum, by ſuch Inſtalments as the Court 
ſhall direct; Notice of ſuch Security being required, to be mentioned in the 


printed Summons or Proceſs iſſued. If the Defendant negletts to pay. thoſe 


Inſtalments, Notice to be iſſued to, and ſerved upon the Securities, who ſhall 
be obliged to pay ſuch Inſtalment into Court, or have it in their Power to 


ſurrender Defendant at any Time before the Period fixed for the Payment of 


the ſecond Inftalment ; being liable, however, to Pay. the firſt Inſtalment (in 
this e with Coſts, | 
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ik > © th PLAN FOR THE MORE SPEEDY 


1 Iv. That the Oath of the Plaintiff ſhould not be wantonly edinkied Eve x 
| | 5 1 the eſtabliſhing of — Claim, as is the Caſe at b preſent. 


V. That large Counties, ſuch as Yorkſhire, Devonſhire, &c. fhall be divided 
into Ridings, or Diſtricts. Each ö or Diltriet to have | a os ſituated 
as CARS i as * = 
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VI. That all thoſe Liberties, ranticus JuiiſeiRion, Sc. which hat Copa. 

rate Courts, and that now iſſue Proceſſes for Debt, ſuch as the Liberties of 

Cathedrals, and thoſe Courts which are held by Charter, ſhall be aboliſhed. 

The Priſons belonging to theſe are by far the worſt in England, and the Li- 
berties generally ly ſtraggling; by which Means impriſoned Debtors are not 
| . only ſeparated from their Relations and Connections, and Impriſonment of 
5 courſe more ſeverely felt; but, at the ſame Time, the Shame of Impriſonment 
operates leſs upon the human Mind. Many other Reaſons might be urged 
for the Propriety of this Step; ſuch as the reer of thoſe who r 

preſide as 1 udges, exorbitant Fees, &e. 


VII. The 83 to oak of a Ban nes at Law, to ſit as Judge ; an Attor- 
ney, or a Perſon properly qualified, to officiate as Clerk, and five Commil- 


ſioners, Freeholders of the County, pollefſed of . per Annum, The 
Judge to appoint a Deputy in Cafes of Sickneſs only. The Court to be = 
impowered, when Execution iſſues, to levy. upon the Effects, or commit . 


Defendant to the County Jail ; there to be impriſoned three Months for a 
Debt of £5. to £7 ; four Months from (7. to {10 *; and at the Expiration 
of theſe Periods to ſurrender his Effects upon Oath, Bed, Bedding, and 
Working-tools (to the Amount of . ), excepted.  The-Priſoner not to 
have it in his Power to bring Habeas Corpus to remove himſelf to any other 
Jail. If Defendant ſhould have no Effects, or if the Effects ſold ſhould be 
inſufficient to ſatisfy the whole of Plaintiff's Demand, Plaintiff to retain a 
Claim upon Defendant's future Effects to the Amount of Debt and Coſts, or 
ſuch Balance as may be. due to him upon Record. bis would operate rather 
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I have endeavoured to, regulate the Term of Impriſonment by the Frig . of 2 
: : ſeverely 
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RECOVERY OF SMALL DEBTS, nt 
ſeverely at firſt ; but as Credit, in conſequence, would become more circum- 
ſcribed, this Regulation would act as a Spur to Induſtry, and prevent Impri- 


ſonment. When I ſay, that Credit would be more circumſcribed, 1 mean 


among that Claſs of the Community where it ought to be ſo. Few People, 


on the one Hand, will. credit thoſe who have-no Effects; while on the other, 


the Debtor will not only dread Impriſonment *, but the Loſs of his future 


Property. The Courts of Requeſt, at e extinguiſh the Debt, by a 5 
certain Term of Confinement, which is regulated according to the Amount 


of the Debt #, while the Superior Courts, by their enormous Colts, force the. 
Creditor to conſider even the moſt honeſt Debtor as the vileſt Rogue; as they 


not only encreaſe his Inability to pay, but alſo deprive him of any Opportu- 


nity of evincing the copicary Diſpoſition. 


VIII. That no Miſnomer ſhall be pleaded, where the e of the 
Debtor i is aſcertained. 


IX. That when any Debtor is committed to Priſon, he ſhall be kept in 


a Ward ſeparate from the Felons. At preſent, the Debtors, in many Places, 


are under the Neceſſity of aſſociating with Felons of all Denominations. 


* From minute Obſervation J aver, that Impriſonment for Debt is not conſidered as a Puniſhment. 
by the impriſoned in general. 


Swindling has extended itſelf even to the loweſt Claſſes; and cor- 
poral Puniſhment ſeems to be beſt calculated for repreſſing this worſt Species of Villany ; for, in the 
Inſtant any unprincipled Perſon procures Credit to a conſiderable Amount, he goes to Jail from the 
ſame Motive that a Man of Credit retires to his Country Seat—to enjoy his Pleaſure and Eaſe. 


It is the honeſt and Induſtrious Tradeſman who is unable to bear up againſt unmerited Loſſes, and to 
ſupply the Wants of a numerous Family—it 3 is He who feels the Effects of Impriſonment! in all their 


Horrors! 
The Author laboured inceſſantly for rac Years, in every Channel where lie imagined his 
Information could be of Service, for the Introduction of a Law by which the Term of Impriſonment 


of Perſons ſued for Debts cognizable by the Courts of Requeſt, might be regulated by the Price 


of Labour, Happily for the poorer Claſs it has taken place; and the Fees are alſo aboliſhed.- 
On this Occafion the Author recommends it to thoſe who are apt to ſpeculate on the Reformation of 
the State, if theic Circumſtances will not permit them to appropriate much of their Time without 
Injury to their Families, to convert their Talents to other Purſuits which are leſs precarious, 
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12. PLAN FOR THE MORE SPEEDY 


X. That the Fees of Jailors, upon the Diſcharge of Priſoners, ſhall be 
e A Debtor charged in Execution (or otherwiſe) upon any nene 
ought to pay no more than 18. when diſcharged *. 


XI. This: fn Debtor might be ſobjebt to as few Expences as poſſible, 


che Court to have Power to go into the Merits of Account; and to oblige 


Plaintiff to make Oath, in Caſes of Account- current, not of the whole of his 
unſettled Claim ; but, as near as could be aſcertained, of his real Claim, or 
adtual Balance which would come to him upon a Settlement; as alſo to give 
Defendant Credit for any Demand he may have on Plaintiff, by way of Set-off. 


This, if inforced, would not only fave Expences to Debtors i in many Caſes, but 


alſo include a Number of Sums which otherwiſe could'note' ſued for in this 


Court, by reaſon of the unliquidated Claim exceeding the Sum of £ 10. 


XII. That the Debtor ſhall be obliged to deliver up his Effets in all Caſes, 
upon Oath; and on Proof of e any Part of the ſame, to be proceeded 


againſt, by Indictment, at the Expence of the Court. The Effects which had 
been ſecreted, to be diſtrained or ſeized on by Proceſs iſſuing out of this 


Court; to be ſold by public Auction; and the Money _ therefrom, 
to be paid to Plaintiff : Balance, if any, reſtored to Defendant.- —From 
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many notorious Inſtances of the Concealment of Effects, and ititious tranf- . 


ferring of Property, a Regulation of this Sort is much wanted. In Caſes 


where fraudulent Bills of Sale, &c can be proved, both Aſſigner and Aſſignee 


ſhould be proſecuted at the Expence either of the County or the Crown. A 


ſew Examples would oo in Terrorem, nenen b 


XIII. That all dildos and Solicitors ſhall be ſubjef to che Proceſſes 
iſſuing from this Court. A regulation much wanted. 


pu 


— —__ * — 


* The Fees at the ſeveral fats i in London, &c. are as follow : : 
 Weadſtreet and Poultry e — — — 4 
Newgate (the County Jail) | | — ; 
Clerkenwwell Priſon ® 9” ay — 
Tathilfields Bridewell _ — — ad 
Borough Clink, Southwark 1 
This Jail ſtill remains i the Diſgrace of Humanity, 


W 


immediate Suit of the Crown. 
Court, wiz. that he is unable to pay the ing his Taxes unleſs he receives the Debt due by 
Defendant, is frivolous and abſurd; and ſuch Opprefſion did the Subject labour under from the 
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73 
XIV. That a Table of Fees ſhall be oy up in the reſpeftive Courts. 


XV. That if any Aftion mall be brought in a ſuperior S between 


Subjecb and Subjekt x, for any Sum above Five, and under Ten Pounds, it may 


be lawful to o plead this [Att] in Bar to ſuch Action 5. 


XVI. That if endo ſhall have removed to another County after 


Judgment, the Writ ſhall be backed by the Sheriff of that County ; and ſor. 


on, in caſe of every ſubſequent Removal. The Judgment to remain in 
Force for ever. 


In "MY if the Hardſhips and Inconveniences under which Creditors at 


preſent labour, from the enormous Expence and Lofs of Time inſeparable 


from the preſent Mode of recovering Small Debts, are fully conſidered, it 
muſt be allowed that the Inſtitution here ſuggeſted is pregnant with Conſe- 
quences highly e and beneficial to the Community. n 


Neo Aion ought to be brought againſt any Perſon in the Court of Exchequer, unleſs at the 
The Flea which 15 virtually alledged by every Plaintiff in that 


above Court as far back as Edward the Firlt's Time, that the following Act paſſed for reſtraining its 
Procefſes—** For as much as certain Pleas were heretofore holden in the Exchequer, which did not concern 
us nor our Minifters there—no Plea ſhall be there holden, unleſs it do eſpecially concern us or our Oe 


This Statute was never repealed. 


+ Perhaps it. would be better to render the ſuperior Courts Incompetent, in order to prevent 
vexatious Suits, 5 
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. I. 1 a COURT OF REQUEST ſhall be inſtituted in every City 
and Market-town in England, &c. and the Environs of each (ſometimes 
: called an Ainſty or Liberty) ſo annexed to ſuch City and Market-town 
reſpectively, that every Part of the Kingdom may be included in the 
Juriſdiction of this, and of the County Court“. 
= IT. That this Court ſhall iſſue Proceſſes or Summonſes for every Sum 
T4 under FIVE Pounps; and that the Debtor ſhall be ſummoned (as near as 
1 can be aſcertained) for no more than the Balance due the Settlement 
Fs ol Accounts current, or the actual Claim of Fhaimtiff⸗ 
wy ILL That a Cos of the Proceſs ſhall be left at the Debtor's Houſe, 
or Lodging, if he cannot be ſerved perſonally. In caſe of Non- -appearance, 
the Defendant to be proceeded againſt 8 the Oath of the Officer who 
delivered the Summons T. 
| Iv. That the Oath of the Plaintiff ſhould not be wantonly. admitted, for 
. 5 the eſtabliſhing of any Claim, as is the Caſe at preſent. 
Li 23 1 | 8 | 3 „ l „„ 
| 1 | * A ſimilar Inſtitution prevails all over Scotland. There, in ſuch Caſes, the Magiſtrates of the 
4 ' ſeveral Cities, Towns, &c. „ prefide as Judges; and the ſalutary Effects of ſo wiſe a Regulation are 
1 univerſally felt. : 
f + 'Fhere is a manifeſt Impropriety in 3 an Order upon the firſt Summons being difobered, 


as. is the Caſe i in the pron Fourty of 8 ſunmoning any Perſon for a mg Sum, the 


proſs iſſues Hoary the Non-at&ndance of the Plaintiff, he wil yet, from the Negligence of the 
9 | : ; ſummonſing Officer, get a freſh Summons tor even a ſuppoſed Debtor to attend. 'Thus Contumacy 
= | Ros actuates both PlaurtiiF and Defendant to their own Hurt, To remedy this, Execution for a trifling 
f | Sum ſhould iſſue againſt the Flaintiff upon a Non-proſs, to prevent frivolous and vexatious Suits, 


V. That 


Es 
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v. That Birmingham, and other large manufaQuuring Towns, ſhall have 


Power to hold Courts of Requeſt within themſelves, though they are not 


incorporated Bodies. 
: VI. 8 the Court ſhall be held once in every Week. 


VII. That no Miſnomer ſhall be pleaded, where the Identity of the Deb- 
tor 1s aſcertained. 


VIII. That when any Cauſe is decided, Deſendant ſhall pay the Debt by 


Inftalments into Court, according to his Circumſtances and Abimity*; It 


the Sum be above Forty Shillings, Defendant ſhall give in two Houſekeepers 


as Security for the Debt; who ſhall have Power to ſurrender him, as in the 


County Court. A Debtor charged in Execution, or ſurrendered, to be 


impriſoved One Month 19 2]. 108. and under ; Two ien for all above ; 


Bed, Bedding, and Working Tools dase to the POTTED of C. I 
Defendant ſhould have no Effects, or if the Effects ſhould be inluſkcient to dil- 


IX. That upon Proof of the Debtor ſecreting his Effects, he ſhall be 
proceeded againſt, by Indictment, at the Expence of the Court. In Caſes 


charge the Debt, the Plaintiff to retain a Claim, &c. as in the County Court, 


of Sickneſs, Defendant ſending another Perſon to be deemed an Appearance, 


X. That if Defendant ſhall remove to another Juriſdidion after judgment, 


4 — 


*The Indulgence which the preſent Courts of Requeſt give to the Debtor is highly injurious !— 


H the Court, for inftance, orders an Inſtalment of One Shilling per Week to be paid in Part of a 


Debt of 20s. two or three punctual weekly Payments inſure an Indulgence for the Payment of the 


the Writ ſhall be backed by the principal Magiſtrate in that Diſtrict to which i 
he removes; and ſo Me in the Cale of every future Removal. | 


Period. arrives, the Debtor either abſconds, or 1s incapable of diſcharging the accumulated and. 


remaining Inſtalments to the laſt or twentieth Week: but it car happens, that before this 


remaining Inſtalments.— The Sum that the Court awards the Debtor to Pay weexdy, or monthly, 


—_ to be Paid 9 on the Dey 


XI. That 


P I FEY Alan 


1 
| 
| 
j 
! 
| 
: 
A 
' 
4 
: 
1 
| 
4 
! 
| 


” 
— — . Pow 7 e 


"4 
: 
A 
4 


— — A 
——— 
— 1 


IS PLAN FOR THE MORE bind 


XI. That the Fees of Jailors ſhall be regulated: L. 


XII. That all Attornies and neter ſhall be ſubject to Proceſſes ſuing. 
from this Court. 


XIII. That this Court ſhall be competent for the 8 of any Sum 
under Five e without any N 


XIV. That a Table of Fees hall be pat up in the eee Courts. 


ANV. That this Conn ſhall conſiſt of a Barriſter at Lame to- 1 as 1 IN 2 
: Paoli of Character and Ability to officiate as Clerk ; and Five Commiſſioners 
| (Tradeſmen) to be appointed by the Inhabitants of each Town or Diſtridt, 
en to the Att now in Force for 1 &c. + 


— 


a — a — 


88 In a former Edition of this Pamphlet, which the Author diſtributed gratis, at the Deſire 


of ſeveral People in Power, the following Note was inſerted, which happily attracted the Attention 


of the Legiſlature, who aboliſhed in conſequence the 7. ape, as they are called, in tlie reſpective | 
Priſons ; 

No Jailor ſhould be permitted to retail Beer, Ale, &c. which | is almoſt univerſally the Caſe. 
in the Country of England. Debtors, from a State of Inactivity, Laſſitude, and Anxiety, are too 
apt to have Recourſe to intoxicating Liquors, unaided by Opportunity, and unallured by Temp- 


ration. If the Salaries of Jailors are at preſent inadequate, a proper Proviſion ought to. be made 


_ againſt this. Bulwark of our Liberty ought to be rejected with Indignation. 


# 


for them, without forcing them to aſſeſs the Needy, and to be the ſordid Inſtruments of communi- 
cating freſh Sorrows to the Wretched.“ 


+ It has indeed been objected to the Eſtabliſhment of Courts of Requeſt, that ſuch Courts tend to 


- aboliſh the Trial by Jury.——1 confeſs I do not ſee the Force of this Argument. The Trial by 
Jury is certainly an invaluable Privilege; and any Innovation that might be conſtrued to militate 
If, in order to decide 
Cauſes legally, frve Commiſſioners are deemed too few, I ſee no Impropricty in augmenting the 


Number to twelve, and making them take the ſame Oath whieh is adminiſtered to Jurymen.. 


5 
Ee 


WIT. 
Py >” 


N 
BET, 
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ſtated Income, or daily Wages, not permitting People to go greater Lengths 
in truſting them with any Degree of Safety. The Perſons who would—and 
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Every Law that is made for the Recovery of Debt ought, in its Effects, 


to encourage Credit where it can be of Uſe to the Subject, and to diſcourage 


it where, on the contrary, as having a Tendency to impoveriſh Individuals, 
by promoting Habits of Self-deluſion and Indolence, the general Intereſts of 


the Community are ultimately injured. In this Axiom there is no Falſity.— 
If, therefore, Experience daily evinces, that the Eſtabliſhment of Courts 
of Requeſt hath promoted a Species of Credit which is highly beneficial to 
the laborious Poor, not merely from the Smallneſs of the Expence in recover- 


ing Sums under Forty Shillings, but alſo from the ſpeedy Deciſion given 


to all Suits of which ſuch Courts take Cognizance ; does not ſound Policy 
point out the N eceſſity of CRONE. their Juriſdiction? | | 


Though bs the Plan here fed *, the Sum would be extended to gl. 
inſtead of 408. I am yet warranted to ſay, that, in conſequence of this Regu- 
lation, Journeymen and Labourers would not obtain a farther Credit; their 


who aſſuredly /hould—derive a Benefit from the Extenſion of the Power of 
Courts of Requeſt, are thoſe of whom conliſt the very numerous and uſeful 
Claſſes of middling Tradeſmen, and inferior Houſekeepers ;— Perſons who, 


encumbered, for the moſt Part, with Families, are the leaſt able to bear, 


though the moſt expoſed to ſuffer, the Oppreſſion that now flows from the 


—— — — — 


See p. 14. 
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enormous Coſts attending the Proceſſes which iſſue from the Superior Courts. 


to 13]. 


Action in the Superior one. 


From the Exaction of theſe Coſts, Numbers are annually ruined; and is it 
not hence alone, that Thouſands of our Fellow-citizens are reduced to this 


dreadful Alternative, cither of Cog an * abroad, or of living i in 
Wretchednels at Home: 


Wn 


* 


If, for Example, any Man owes from Forty Shillings to Ten Pounds, and 


is unable to ſatisfy. the immediate Demand of his Creditor, he may. be ſued 
either in the Courts of King's Bench, Common Pleas, Exchequer, or in the 
Marſhalſca Court *.— If he is ſued in any of the Superior Courts, the Coſts 


alone will, in a ſhort Time, amount to zl. ; if Judgment goes by Default, 
[How many Thouſands in this Kingdom get their Bread, whoſe 


Capitals do not exceed a few Shillings, that would be ruined for ever, were 
they to be proceeded againſt in the Superior Courts ?] But if the Matter is 
litigated, whether from Obſtinacy, or from Inability to pay, the Colts 


2 lone will amount to the enormous Sum of 23l. and, in ſome Caſes, to gol. ; 
while the Plaintiff, who wins his Cauſe, will be gl. out of Pocket. If, 


however, Proceedings are ſtopped by the Defendant ſigning / a Cognovit, which 
is a Confeſſion of the Debt and Coſts, and engages to pay the Amount by In- 


Iments, the original Debt is encreaſed from 2l. to 6l.: and if he fails in 
the ay ment of theſe Inſtalments, Execution iſſues for the whole Amount; 


which laſt Step is alſo attended with a very conſiderable Expence :—Nay, if | 


% 


The Marſhalſea Court takes Cognizance of Debts to any Amount ; but no Appeal lies for any 
Sum under gl.——Procefles or Summonſes are alſo ifſued by this Court for One Shilling and 
upwards, returnable every Friday; and it is worthy of Remark, that very lately where the Debt ſued 


for was only 45. 6d. the Cofts amounted to gl. 188. —— The Expences attending Trial 1 In this Court 
are about 7l. or 81. 


Before the paſſing of what is called Lord Beauchamp's Act, it was very uſual, 
in this Court, for the Defendants to appeal to the Court of King's Bench, by which the Plaintiff was 
not only loaded with his own Coſts in the Inferior Court, but alſo deterred from continuing his 

In the AR above alluded to, there is a Clauſe which obliges De- 
tendant to put in good and ſufficient Bail upon the Habeas ;, which Bail is alſo to be anſwerable 
for Debt and Coſts for Sums under 10l. if the Defendant is caſt.— This excellent Regulation ought 


ſurely to extend to every Sum ſued for in this Court, Kiva a Court as the — be — 
ger to exiſt, 2 | 


ee the 


= 
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* 


he Attorney be not very ſcrupulous, a freſh Action may be brought upon the 


46a and Defendant loaded with double Coſts * 


+ Thils- is hs State of the Caſe when an AQtion is brought in the Court of 


King's Bench, But what Aſtoniſhment and Indignation ought it not to 
excite, when it is conſidered that 151. Coſts will accrue in moſt Inſtances 
where an Exchequer Proceſs ifſues for 10l. although Defendant pays the 


Money? For Example, Defendant is arreſted immediately before the Re- 
turn of the Writ—he is inſtantly declared-againſt—calls to ſettle the Debt 
and Coſts, and is preſented with a Bill of Coſts to the above Amount. 


—— 


„ 


From this undeniable State of the Caſe, it cannot ſurely appear ſurpriſing | 
that our Jails ſhould be crowded. Is it not, on the contrary, rather aſtoniſhing 
that there ſhould de lo few Perſons confined for Debt t.? 


It is eng from the Nembur of Frauds which are now daily committed, 
that Debtors are not ſo much commiſerated by the Legiſlature as they were 


formerly; and it may likewiſe proceed from this Cauſe, that the Law, which 
is acknowledged by all to be /evere in itſelf, or at leaſt in its Effects, remains 
unaltered. —If this be the Reaſon, it is far from being a ſubſtantial one; 
becauſe if the Debtor goes to Jail, either from the Want of Ability, or from 


* o 5 0 
2 8 b 


—_— 


* 'The intelligent Henry Fielding, of humane as well as of facetious Memory, in alluding to this 


infamous Practice, calls it, with ſingular Energy and Truth, A Method frequently uſed to oppreſs 


the Poor, and bring Money into the Pockets of Attornies, to the great Scandal of the Law, of 


« Chriſtianity, and even of human Nature ſelf. A common Practice alſo prevails at preſent 
among a certain Set of Attornies, which py a great Snare to young Tradeſmen. Bills are dif- 


counted by them at 5 per Cent. and only a Commiſſion of a Guinea for the Attorney's Trouble 
is required, as if another Perſon advanced the Money ; when the Bill becomes due, if it is not 
punctually paid, both Drawer and Acceptor are arreſted ; and the worthy Attorney, with the ſole 
View of preventing C/ts, as he informs the unwary "Tradeſman, obtains a Judgment from the 
Parties, for the whole Amount, to be paid by Inſtalments. The original Debt, if zol. is now 
ſwelled to 60. at leaſt; and an additional Premium muſt be paid to the Attorney, if the Arricteſt 
Punctuality is not preſerved, otherwiſe inevitable Ruin is the Conſequence, 

The Number of Priſoners confined in England for Debt, according to the late Returns, is 
16,409.—ff this alarming Information does not ſpeak home to the Feclings of the Legiſlature, I do 
not | know 5 will! 
the 
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the Want of Priviciple;. to pay, the Expences fall ultimately on-the Creditor 3 > 
and it is acknowledged. on all' Hands, that though Impriſonment i is intended 
by the Law to operate towards the Recovery of the Debts due to the Creditor, 
Of this: PraQice- tale, on the nn, 


himſelf. and lis F Family, 1s dee latent the Cy &f his. Cre 


ditors that he is alſo rendered more looſe; in his Morals, by contracting 


idle Habits, and often too the work of Connections. gBeſide, what does 


he gain? The important Knowledge of the Chicane of the Law: And, though 


he may have entered the Gates of a Priſon an honeſt and a reſpettable 
Cbaracter, yet at length, his Debts being extinguiſhed,: out he comes, 


N 


hniſhed in his Educalion, and calculated, as well from en 5 as from 
Inclinalion, to ee reno eee e ae 


In er the e of fthe Laan I 3 with Effects Aa y 


| oppolite to thoſe which it was intended to produce: for by this Severity, the 


Debtor is cautioned not to part with his Property, unleſs, in ſo. doing; he can 
diſcharge the whole of his Debts.— The 'Debtor knows alſo, that / he is in- 
ſolvent, he lies at the Mercy even of one rigorous Creditor; ; and 2 if he is 
thrown into Jail, the Severity of that Creditor, added to the Idea of Self. pre- 
{ervation, is his Plea for not ſatisfying thoſe: Creditors who would have chear- 
fully compounded with bim. With regard to his Liberation from Confine- 


ment, he looks forward to it as a Circumſtance that muſt take Place of courſe; : 
becaule the Number of Priſoners confined for Debt throughout England be- 


comes fo alarmingly- accumulated during the ſhort Period of Two, or, at the 


utmoſt, Three e chat the ae is compelled, from, Morn: of ey. 


to N ap at large W 8 8 4 s 5 
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5 Ta the 9 — 1779, hes the Firſt Edition of this Pamphler made its Appearance; the above 
was a fair Statements "The Author, however, aware that A certain noble Lord's Objections to frequent 


o 


> 


| Acts of Inſolveney baue a great deal of Weight 1 in them, cannot help bewailing that a Law, ſimilar 


to the Ce; 7) Bonorum in Scatland,, ſhould not operate continually in England,, A Board of Com- 


: milſioners might be appointedeto inſpect minutely, into the Circumſtances of Debtors, ſo as. to 


revent the Embezzlement of their Effects, or to puniſh in. Caſes of. Fraud: This neceſſary Regula- | 
tion would ſurely tend to the Abolition of the King” : Bench Priſon and the Fleet, where, Thouſands 
of our Fellow: Creatures are trained to Idleneſs, Extravagance, and Chicane. 
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" ExaQly in this Point of View are Acts of Inſolvency conſidered by a late 


great Law Lord, who avers that they are the Reſult more of Policy than of 


Humanity in the Legiſlature ; and much Truth is there in the Obſervation. — 


1 10 e ae that are 15 a 8 Defett MN that CopE or 


porter is at 12 with . e or r 


The very Circumſtance of paſſing an Act of Inſolvency—contrary in itſelf 
to Common Law—proves to a Demonſtration, that there is an Error ſomewhere ;- 
the Language of every ſuch Ack being—either that the Law has gone too far 
in confining the Debtor /o long as it has done, or—in confining him at all. 
The Motives which influence the Legiſlature in palling ſuch Acts cannot 
dend. er the Sp x by which they operate. 


. 


Ik the Conſinement of the Debror be te is high Time to alter the 
preſent Law: For though that Law, which confines with a View merely to 


compel the Debtor to make Reſtitution, conceives the Creditor to be rob- 
bed of his Property, or deprived of his Remedy, by an Act of Inſolvency 


liberating the Debtor, yet Experience proves that IMPRISONMENT does not 


facilitate the Payment of Debt. Suppoling, however, that the Shirit of the 
Law ſhould deem à certain Term of Impriſonment ſufficient to extinguiſh 
Debts to. a certain Amount, Atts of Inſolvency, even in this Caſe, would be 


unjuſt ; becauſe it has frequently happened, that hundreds have been cleared 


of very conſi iderable Debts by being impriſoned only for a few Pap while 
others have been confined for Years for mere Triſles. 

That Humanity, therefore, which AN only to thoſe impriſoned for Debt; 
without regarding the Intereſts of the Creditor, muſt be erroneous in its Ob- 
jet,” and unjuſt in its Principle. 


leſs they ougbt: for of ſuch Creditors Numbers are daily chrovn into Jail in 


= conſequence of Loſſes ſuſtained from their liberated Debtors, and of the ex- 
= . oy 58 Apleb had attended the wa 5 2 to eee, | 


2 


# 


F e 1, 


Granting, however, that the Diſtreſſes of 
the impriſoned Debtors ſufficiently juſtify Acts of Inſolvency, ought not alſo 
the Diſtreſles of therreſpettive Creditors to weigh with the Legiſlature ? Doubt- 
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If, then, in PoL:cy more than in 4 well-founded HUMANITY, we 1 ſeek 
_ for an Argument in Favour of Ads of Inſolvency ; ; and if the Object which 
the Creditor has in View is the Atlainment of the ProrERTY, and not the 
Confinement of the PERSON of the Debtor, it is evident that an eſſential 
ALTERATION ought to take place in the preſent Mode of recovering 
Debts : in * Ss TA 1 0 


To pave the Way for ſuch an Event, I preſume if 15 Plan here e 
with regard to the Recovery of SMart DEGATSs were adopted, it might tend, 
in its Conſequences, to remove certain riveted Prejudices which at preſent 
prevail againſt every Innovation in the Law—Prejudices which are con- 


tinually cheriſhed in the Minds of the People by a Deſeription of Men Who 


are too much intereſted in any Alterations that might benefit Society at 


1 large, not to oppoſe them una Voce.——Beſide this, which I ſhould, in elf, 
deem an important Service, the Number of Priſoners who are confined for 


Debt, would. be conſiderably leſſened “; particularly fo in the CounTay of 
England,” where the Oppreſſion flowing from the Proceſſes iſſuing from the 


Superior Courts 1 is felt with an "whine Deal of more Severity than in ' Lyndon 
or ee . 


* 


The Apen of that Part of che Community who have had Recburſe to 


Law for the Recovery of Debts under the preſent erroneous Syſtem, would 


ſoon extinguiſh the preſent oppreſſive Proceſſes, on Account of the Expence 
incapacitating the Debtors from paying, were the Plaintiffs to live only double 
the Number of Years they ulually do.—But a Belief that * Conſtitution of this 


_— 


ll all. 4 _ * 
* 9 * 5 *— , — 


* From a FAS ER Calculation! it appears, chat the PL 8 in Diſſipation, 3 expended 


in maintaining the Debtors in the different Priſons in the Kingdom, (including an Average Cal-. 
culation of Coſts, and alſo the Maintenance of their Children) ſuppoſing no more than 3000 Perſons 


to be confined, amounts to upwards of 100,000]. per Arnum.— What muſt the Sum be, when hey 


amount to 16,409, as before dated! 


+ I know one Attorney in the Weſt of W who, annually, upon the moſt Wireless Pretexts, 
ſues out at leaſt 00 Writs from the ſuperior Courts, terrifies the unfortunate Defendants out of vaſt 
Sums of Money, and then applauds himſelf as a Paragon of Mercy, for ſettling Cauſes which he 
never durſt bring into Court. From the beſt . J am able to collect, there are Characters 


K this rad all over the Oy 


— — — A / Country 
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Country is perfect, induces the young and inexperienced Tradeſmen, through 


the Perſuaſion offartful Attornies, to ſue their Debtors without Mercy, until 


- an ill-judged Severity frequently. deprives them of both Debt and Coſts.— 
Thus the Lawyer wields with Impunity a two-edged Sword.—But is it not 
- aſtoniſhing that the Legiſlature ſhould not, long ago, have blunted bo edges? 


for it is a Faft beyond Diſpute, that while War deſtroys its Thouſands, the 


Law deſtroys its Ten Thouſands. From the beſt Information I can obtain, I 
aver, that the Aſſeſſment of almoſt one Third of the Poor's Rates in England 
is owing to the inſupportable Tax levied under the Denomination of Colts of 


Suit. The Evil is not developed at firſt Sight : The attendant Expences 


upon an Arreſt *—the Loſs of Time in the different Stages of giving in Bail 
to the Sheriff—Bail above—juſlifying in Court—the, Bails' Loſs of Time and 
Expences—the ſuſpicious Enquiries made with regard to all Parties con- 


cerned—and, finally, the tremendous Day of Settlement, form a Species of 


Inquiſition worſe than ever diſgraced the Court of Portugal : Few, compara- 


NP peaking, £ ſuffer by 0 CE nana has annually ls the FEET T. 


— * * — — 


— 


* When any Perſon at preſent is 4 he pays in the firſt Inſtance as follows if he bails the 
Action: 
Bail. bond 


0 
Searching the Office —— 02-6 
Houſe | | w— | 0:12 0 
Meſſenger — i 
Door-Keeper — 1 
A Bottle of Wine — 0 3 0: 
Incidents — _ Q £0 % * 
2-128 4 


If the Defendant gies eds Officer to take the Writ, he pays One Goikes: Fee additional, 
(Civil Money) beſides Wine, Kc. This Expence, it is to be obſerved, forms no Part of what 


tre termed Cofts of Suit. 


Matthew Bloxam, Eſq. much to his Credit, when Sheriff of the County of Middleſex, did all in 
his Power to remedy the Abuſes imm«d:a ely in h's Department: But, alas! they reſemble the 
cleanſing of the Augean Stable ;—they require the Labour and the Perſeverance of a Hercules. 


+ If the People of France model their Co ſtitution as they ought, it would poſſibly be dangerous 


to ſuggeſt what Conſequences may reſult to Britain from a comparative View of both Kingdoms. 
If thouſands of Engliſhmen, from the Oppreſſion of the Law, ſought an Aſylum in France while an 


arbitrary Syſtem of Government prevailed, it is not difficult to weren what will afſuredly take 
deer; if che State applies no Remedy. 
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By the foregoing Mode propoſed for the Recovery of Small Debts, the 
Defendant would not be dragged to Jail till the Validity of the Claim of the 


Plaintiff was aſcertained. If the Demand of Plaintiff were admitted, the De- 
. fendant, inſtead of being loaded with heavy Expences, would be allowed Time 


to pay the Debt, according to his Ability :—he would not, as now, be placed 
in the Hands of Harpies, who. demand what they pleaſe ; a Table of Fees he 


would have to refer to: and if he abſconded, his Sureties would be anſwerable 
for the Amount. — Thus both Plaintiff and Defendant, from the Mildneſs of 


the Law, would be induced to deal together afterwards ; ; whereas, at preſent, 


Oppreſſion creates a laſting. Hatred between the Parties, — Hence it is, that 


the Defendant, from the Injury he has received, is now ſo often led to revenge 
himſelf upon the Plaintiff; not conhdering that It is the Law, or at leaſt the 
Lawyer, en oppreſles bim 8. 


5 he 


ut 


* Ever\ſince the well-meant and humane Act paſſed which prevents Arreſts under rol. a common, 
though a cruel, and an oppreflive, Method has been adopted to recover Small Debts by a Writ of Sub- 
pena in the Exchequer, or by { Clauſum Fregit in the Common Pleas. Sometimes the Attorney pro- 
ceeds againſt Defendant till the Debt and the Coſts in the Action exceed the Sum of 101. and then he 


arreſts Defendant. Sometimes he proceeds by Diſtringas, upon the Defendant neglecting to appear to 


the Writ.—In either Caſe, a ſhameful Accamnltion of Coſts 1s the e and thus 1 is the 
Aim aß the Attorney accompliſhed. | 

Every: Objection againſt the abovg Act, or, in Fac, again aboliſhing Arreſts in general, may be 
anſwered i in a few Words :— What are the Creditor's Inducements to ſell ?—Profit — What are his 
Inducements to credit any Perſon ?—The Belief either of the Re/por/ebility or of the Principles of the 


Party applying for Credit. —If, therefore, the Apprehenſions of the Creditor are ill founded, he 
muſt blame himſelf, or deal for Fey Money, 


I beg 


n 


The only Reaſon, indeed, why 1 can account for the preſent Mode of reco- 
vering Small Debts being ſuffered to exiſt, is that the Tegiſlature muſt cer- 
tainly be ignorant of the Evil complained of; for ſurely nothing can be more 
abſurd than that the Debtor of Forty Shillings ſhould undergo nearly the 
fame * as the Perſon who 1 is ſued for 500l. or 1000. ! ! 


I beg Leave, from Motives of Humanity, and to arouſe the Legiſlature to x Senſe of their Duty, 
to. inſert the following Extract from a Pamphlet publiſhed ſome Time ago on this Subject: 
A late Statute directs the Officer to attend his Priſoner for the firſt Twenty-four Hours to his 
« Friends, within a Circle in the County (I think) of two Miles, to give him Opportunity to pro- 
* cure his Bail; but he conſtantly refuſes his Compliance thereto, as he pretends other Buſineſs to be 


attended, and laughs at an Act of Parliament that ſo ill ſuits his Convenience. He permits the Pri- 


« ſoner to chuſe what Lock-up Houſe he will; but if the latter runs counter to his Liking, he will 
05 be well paid for his Viſits to him afterwards at a Bari Place to ts his Bail. It is a milcrable 
« The Intent was perhaps good, to the vrreſted Perfon ſhould live 4 an n Opportniy of bailing he” 
« Ation immediately; but the Effect is quite the contrary, for the following Reaſon ; | 


There is an Opinion, which I fear is now too far eſtabliſhed by a late Determination in its Fa- 
« your, that a Sheriff's Officer, who holds a Perſon in Cuſtody, is chargeable with all other Writs 
* againſt him at the Office Wherefore he inſiſts firſt on ſearching it, before he will take Bail. 
This is [ncorveniens magnum to the Debtor ; for by the Attack of many at once, he may yield to 
an Enemy he might otherways overcome. In France, where there is ſome Seyerity of Impriſon- 
ment,—from. whence ours has been partly tranſplanted, no ſecond Charge can be lodged 
. againſt the Body, till it is free of the firſt. Why ſhould we lag | 1 
cal Humanity ?—Under this Reſtriction, or we may ſuppoſe, Pretence of farching the Office, 
an Officer, who arrefs a Perſon at a Diſtance frem Town, inſiſts upon bringing him up to the 
« Examination of the Office, from his Houſe, and the Aſſiſtance of his Friends and On, 
„(who may not journey with him ſo far) before he will diſcharge him.“ 


It may be alſo added, that in Scotland, Notice 1 muſt be ſent to the Debtor before he can be SY 
; ed,—In Holland, and in France, no Officer dare e enter any Man's Hoyſe, and arreſt him for Debt. 
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IN order that the Revenue might be encreaſed by the foregoing Regula- 


tions, I propoſe that tha-Proceſles iſſuing | from the County Cov RT ſhall be 


ſtamped as follows : 


On every Proceſs or Summons from zl. to 71. 10s. a Stamp of 5s.; and 


from 71. 10s. to 10]. a Stamp of 7s. 64.—1 allo propoſe that every Bond en- 
tered into by the Securities in this Court, and in the Courts of Requelt, 
ſhall be flawped i in Proportion to the Sums ſued for. 


COURTS or REQUEST. 


On every Summons from From 238. to 308. „„ was.” 
28. to 108. a Stamp of o 3d. From gos. ta 358. 2 4D 
From 10s. to 158. „ 0 6-4 From 258. Wa. .  - 2 6 
From 138. to . ging ⁴ Prom 0. to l. 3 0 
From 208. to 258. 3 TH: © From 31. to 5. e 


11 theſe N mould be deemed oppreſſive, the. following Table of 


Fees will evince, that, at a very low Computation, the Subject would be caſed 


„* 


— 3 


* The Stamps upon the Proceedings in the Superior Courts are, at preſent, as follows —Upon 


every Writ, 2s. 6d,; every Warrant, 28. 6d.; on Appearance, 45-3. and on Declaration, gene- 
rally 6d.— This laſt varies according to the Ra of Sheets, | 

There are other Stamps beſide theſe, wiz, on General Iſſue, Paper-Book, Record, Diſtring. Jurat. 
Subp. ad Teſt. Poſtea and Execution; but as there is not one Writ in twenty which is proſecuted 


ſo far as to ſubje& the Proceedings to ſuch Stamps, it is almoſt unneceſſary to mention them on the | 


preſent Occaſion, 
As the Perſons who now enjoy the Emoluments CE from ſealing the reſpective Writs, would 
think themſelves unjuſtly deprived of their Right by the Adoption of the Alteration which is here 
propoſed, all Bills of Middle/ex might in rue be ſcaled, which would, in ſom e compen- 
late for the Deficiency, 

of 
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of an intolerable Burden: and that Government would be benefited to the 
Amount of an immenſe Sum annually. 


e N M. op DE 
FEES in the Covnrs of RN s. 


Summons from 18. to 10s. o 8d. | Summons from 4os. to gl. o dd. 
Stamp „„ O 3 Stamp - - 3.0 
Hearing — 1 Affidavit of Service - 6 
Paying Money into Court o 8 Hearing „ x 6: 
Acknowledging Satisfaction I Gecuritics' Bond - o 6 
HE - oO 6 | Stamp on ditto + „5 
| 1 Paying money into Court o 6 
, : ws Acknowledg. Satisf. in full 10 
| r 


The Expence of any Summons from 31. to 35. would only amount to 158. 6d. 
while the Fees alone in the preſent Courts of Requeſt are 8s, 11d. and the 
Plainuff, upon receiving his Debt, pays 8d. 5 

FEES in the County CouRrT, 


| Summons from 51. to 11. 10s. 3 0-4 Summons from 7l. 108. to 10l. 


„ 

f N. B. This muſt be regulated ] Stamp — — 71 6 
according to the Number Hearing - 5 6 
of Miles the Officer has to Securities Bond Vfl! 
„ „ I Stamp on ditto 3 
Stamp $i : - 5 o | Paying Money into Court 8 
Hearing 3 5s © | Upon Failure of paying Inſtal- » _ 
Securities' Bond - : © ments, Attachment, &c, 7-7 

Stamp-on ditto - 2 6 [ N. B. This will vary. 5 

Paying Money into Court 2 8 'F Affidavit of Service. -: = E 8 
Acknowledg. Satisf. in full 1 0 | Stamp on Attachment - 2 0 
| | 00% 0f''F 2 8:2 1@; © 


* propoſe, likewiſe, that each Plaintiff ſhall pay one Shilling upon recover- 
any Sum under 71.; and two Shillings for all above, for defraying the Ex- 

865 of Court. A proportionate Sum to be paid in che Courts of Requeſt, 

| From 
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From this State of the Expence, the Creditor, on the one Hand, would not 
be deterred (as is now frequently the Caſe) from ſuing for the Recovery of his 
Property, knowing that he would not be loaded with heavy Coſts, in caſe of the 
Inability of the Debtor; nor would the Debtor, on the other Hand, murmur 
at paying the e Expences, while he had Time given him to pay Plaintiff by In- 


Complainings are diſregarded. 


ſtalments.— 


Allowing, however, that the Expences would amount to a few 
Shillings more, yet it is an aſtoniſhing Fact, that Judgment could be obtained 


by this Mode, for a leſs Sum than Plaintiff | pays for almoſt the Jr Step which | 
he takes in any of the Superior Courts. 


-Vpon the whole, if the Legiſlature would, from Motives of Humanity, in- 
veſtigate this momentous Subject, and ſatisfy themſelves of the Truth of what 
I have here ſet forth, I am convinced they would immediately introduce the 

| Regulations here ſuggeſted Regulations which would, in their Conſequences, 


not only render an eſſential Service to Trade in general, but be the Means of 


relieving thouſands of diſtreſſed Families from the worſt Species of Oppreſſion 


that ever diſgraced a civilized Country. 


It may be urged, if the foregoing i is a true Nate of the Caſe, with regard to 
the Hardſhips which Debtors experience, Why are they not more generally 


known? Why are they not remedied ?—To this it may be anſwered, that the 
Perſons who feel the Oppreſſion are, in general, deterred from complaining, 


for fear of Sufpicions being entertained injurious to their Credit while they 
continue in Buſineſs—the Rich do not feel theſe Hardſhips *—the Lawyers 


will not decry their own Practice: and when the Debtor goes to Jail, his 


former Acquaintances, as a Man deſtitute of Principle. 


He owes me Money 
which he never paid,” 


is an irręſragable Proof, in a commercial Country, of 


his being a Villain. — Whither has Common Senſe fled—whither Humanity— 


whilit Thouſands are thus ſacrificed at the Shrine of Rept! 


— 


— 


— 


* 'The late Duke of Leeds, who was 83 for his Goodneſs of Heart, E a certain 
Gentleman (a Man of Learning and Genius) not in the beſt of Cireumſtances. This Gentleman be- 
ing arreſted for 40l. applied to his Grace, who immediately relieved him; and when he next ſaw 
him, the Duke preſented him with ® 200l. Bank Note; adding, he was quite aſtoniſhed how he 


could be ſo diſtreſſed for ſuch a Trifle as 401.” —Alas! little do the Affluent know that many Thou- 
ſands are gin relle for Forty e or even Forty Pence! 


bi | ö PO 8 T. : 


He is accounted, even in the Opinion of his 


* 
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POSTSCRIPT 


| ALTHOUGH, in my Opinion, no Deficiency in the Revenue of Stamps 
that might accrue from the Plan here ſuggeſted, if carried into Execution, 
could poſſibly juſtify the Continuance of the preſent oppreſſrve Syſtem, yet, in 
order to remove as many Difficulties as poſſible, I beg Leave to Rs to 


the Conſideration of Parliament the following Alterations in that Law which 
at ent affecis ee 5 


That Body it is well known has multiplied within theſe few years in a very 
alarming Manner; and the Community has ſuffered, and muſt ſuffer, in Pro- 
portion as they do multiply, Our Forefathers thought proper to enact Laws, 
not only to reſtrict Attormes in certain Caſes, but alſo againſt Barratry, with a 
View to puniſh an Attorney when he ſtirred up one Perſon to ſue another: 
That, however, is now, like many of our Penal Statutes, negledted. The 
Method then of removing the Temptation to commit Barratry, as well as of 
ngerivg the Body of Attornies more . is this, 


ob That every Attorney mall whe out an annual Licence of 4 10. ide 
of Cg. and that thoſe who iſſue the Writs from the reſpettive Offices be 
- authoriſed to refuſe iſſuing ſuch Writs, until the Sum of F£ 10. ſhall have been 
paid for ſuch Licence. At preſent there is no ſuch Regulation; the Officers 
are obliged to ſeal or enter every Writ toa regular Attorney, and the Penalty 
for not taking out his annual Licence, viz. {£ 50. is held in contempt. 


II. That a Stamp of { 50. "A laid on the Articles of every Attorney's Clerk. 
III. And a Stamp of ( 100. on every Attorney upon his Admiſſion. 


Theſe 1 will no Doubt meet with the Approbation of the reſpedtable 5 
Part of the Profeſſion, and ultimately not only tend very much to their Ad- 
vantage, but to the Good of the Community at large. — At preſent the Reve- 
nue is s defrauded, Society is Ys, and the Profeſſion Ny 
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rior Courts, ought leſs to be attributed to a litigious Diſpoſition in Individuals, 
than to the Facility of procuring a Set of Wretches who, for Hire, are ready 


glaring Perjuries are daily ſuffered to paſs unpuniſhed; and, in the next Place, 
in its Sheath : and though the Severity of theſe Laws may in general defeat 


Perjury, and the Difficulty of inflicting that Puniſhment, are but a art 


ſhould be done unto as he thought to have done unto his Brother; that thine 


more R but Kann in the Execution of theſe, while it is con- 
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Tur great Number of vexatious Suits which are proſecuted in the Supe- 


to eſtabliſh, by Oath, any Claim that may be ſet up. Perjury is now arrived 
at ſuch an alarming Pitch of Atrocity, as to call loudly for the Interpoſition 
of the Legiſlature. The Cauſe of this Atrocity may, in my humble Opinion, 
be imputed, in the firſt Place, to the unpardonable Lenity with which the moſt 


to the enormous Expences which attend the bringing the Offender to condign 
Puniſhment. In vain do penal Laws exiſt, while the Sword of Juſtice remains 


the Purpoſes for which they are enacted, yet by no Means will this Argument 
apply in the preſent Caſe; evident as it is, that the Puniſhment annexed to 


of Common Senſe. g 


55 © . 


Cod himſelf, in the Pentareuch, expreſily ordered, * That the falſe Wine 


Eye ſhall not pity him; but Life for Life, * for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, | 
Hand for Hand, and Foat for F 90 85 . 3 


In our e Economy a nth Relaxation pervades the executive 
Power in all its Branches. Hence it is, that the moſt ſalutary Laws are fo 
often trampled upon and evaded: this occaſions the EnaQtion of Laws till 


_ ſtrued | 


2 . 
PEE 
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ſtrued to ariſe from national Humanity, produces only in the Minds of thole 
whom they are intended to reſtrain, an additional Contempt of all Authority, 


* 


DES The .great Defect ſeems to conſiſt in not proſecuting ALL Offenders at the. 1 
= Suit of the Crown; for young Tranſgreſſors—eſcaping, as they now do, ſo 


frequently, almoſt too without Rebuke, either from the Want of Ability or of 


Inclination to proſecute in the Party injured—become at length ſo hardened | 
as to be ripe tor the Perpetration of every Species of Villany, 
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8 ETTERS from Sik GEORGE BRYDGES now Lonxp RODN EV, to his Majeſty's 


Mix IST ERS &c. &c. relative to the Capture of St. EusraArius, and its DEPENDENCIES, 
and ſhewing the State of me War in the Weſt⸗ Indies at that Period. Togethet with a 
Contifwation of bis LonbsNir's Conkksrox bret wich the Governors and Admirals in 
ile Weſt-Indies and America, n the Year 1781, and until the Time of his leaving 
te Command and fafling for England. 1 R 


Sols Afo by A. GRANT, No. 91, ain: Street; J RonsoN' and W.Cenice, New 
Bond ee 1 DA F coals ot Jo PRBULe Cernhill. 8 


ED he PRINCIPLES OF A REAL | WHIG : ined in a Prefice to the famous 
Hlorouax's FRAnco-GALLIa. Written by the late Lord Viſcount MoLESWORTH ; 
and now re-printed at the Requeſt of the CONSTITUTIONAL WHIG GRAND 


LODGE or ENGLAND, To which are added, their Reſolutions, and the aon 
of thole Rights without which we cannot be a tree People.----Price Gd. 


Sold allo wh A. N Xs * , Wardour Street. Z , 
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bo be TRIAL OF w ARREN HASTINGS, Ea. late Governor-General off! Bengal, 
before the Houſe of Peers ii Weftminſter-Hall, for Higk Crimes and Miſdemeanors in 
India. Part the Firlt, 3s. 6d. and Part the Second, 6s. ; or together in Boards, 10s. 


* * This is the only Publication which records this intereſting and moſt 1 important Event ; 
in wht; is given the whole of the Evidence delivered at the Bar of that auguſt 1 
and the 8 ceches at full Length of Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Adam, Mr. An- 
ſtruther, Hon. T. Pelham, and Rich. B. Sheridan, N 


N. B. This Trial was taken in Notes, and arranged by a Barriſter of the firſt des 
Thoſe Gentlemen who have ſent the F irſt Part to PSs arch IE my Second ſeparate. 


"I WE @ | 2 


pe CLE; * 


e A COMPLETE COMPENDIUM « OF THE MILITIA LAWS: Hein an Abſtrad 
. of Two Acts of Parliament paſſed in the Year 1786.----The Public will pleaſe to obſerve, 
Fe this Compendium contains every Thing neceſſary to convey to the Reader the ſame Infor- 
mation as the Original Act, e ſold at One Sixth of RE Second Edition. 
Pries ts. N 
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The | NAVAL ATALANTIS; or, a e of the Characters of ſuch Flag Officers 
as were diſtinguiſhed during | laſt War. Dy; Nauticus Junior. Price 48. in Boards. | 

| LET TERS ON POLITICAL LIBERTY, and the Principles of Engliſh 4 Iriſh 

. | projects of Reform. The Third Edition. Price 2s; 6d. | | 


I' Thefirſt Edition of this Work was tranſlated into French, by M. Laz1TE: the Trand- 
TOS io lator was ſent into the Baſtile, the Tranſlation burnt by the Executioner ; ; but the Opinion 
„ BE, It 158 ſome Effect in che Appaiutmient of, Provincial Aſſemblies. 35 


\ 


Os 


4 
- gs 


* —— 


' CONSTITUTIONAL DOUBTS, 72 ſubmitted to his Royal Hiding the 
2 k _ on the Power of the two 1105 es of unment to appoint a Third State. | 
mx rice 18. 
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